
ON THE WEB
Check our blog updated every Friday. Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants

Dear Friends,

“Jesus wishes to establish devotion to my 
Immaculate Heart in the world. 
I promise salvation to those who embrace it.” 
(Our Lady of Fatima, June 13, 1917)

Peace and blessings.  I mentioned in the last 
newsletter that we are in the centennial year of 
the Fatima apparitions, and that we are offering 
presentations on the urgent call to prayer, 
conversion, and consecration contained in the 
message of Our Lady.  I would like to highlight the 
Five First Saturdays devotion that Our Lady asks 
for as a small effort to encourage you to take up 
this prayer on behalf of peace in the world, and 
peace in your heart.

Our Lady of Fatima explained the Five First 
Saturdays to Sr. Lucia dos Santos, one of the 
visionaries:

“Tell them that I promise to assist at the hour 
of death with the graces necessary for salvation 
all those who, in order to make reparation to 
me, on the First Saturday of five successive months:

Go to Confession, receive Holy Communion, say five decades of the rosary, and keep me company for a 
quarter of an hour, meditating on the mysteries of the rosary. 

May the prayers of Our Lady of Fatima be with us.

This June 1st marked our ninth year of foundation and we give God the glory.  We are preparing for a 
summer of mission and pilgrimage.

One of the highlights will be the World Maronite Youth Day in Lebanon July 15-25.  Sister Therese 
Maria is attending with 40 young adults from both eparchies.  Together with His Beatitude Patriarch 
Beshara Peter Rai, Maronite young adults from all over the world will share and celebrate the unique 
beauty of our Maronite faith and roots. The theme is: “Be Strong and Courageous.”

We also look forward to the National Apostolate of Maronites (NAM) National Convention in 
Greenville, SC, from June 28 to July 2 hosted by St. Rafka parish.  The theme is Maronites Consecrated 
to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary.  The Sisters will be involved in the youth presentations and activities.  
We hope to see you there.

Please remember us in your prayers and be assured of our love and prayers.

In Mary, Mother of the Light,

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are a congregation of 
consecrated religious serving the Church in the parish as spiritual 
mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in their mission 
to children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, the dying, the 
grieving… They serve alongside the priests in pastoral ministry reaching 
out with a maternal touch to many needs of the parish family.

“Dear brothers and sisters, today too, we can regain fervor in preaching the 
Gospel and we can encourage young people in particular to take up the 
path of Christian discipleship. Despite a widespread sense that the faith is 
listless or reduced to mere “duties to discharge”, our young people desire to 
discover the perennial attraction of Jesus, to be challenged by his words and 
actions, and to cherish the ideal that he holds out of a life that is fully human, 
happy to spend itself in love.” —Pope Francis

EMAIL - sister@maroniteservants.org
WEBSITE - maroniteservants.org
BLOG - RadiateHisLight.blogspot.com
VOCATIONS - Vineyardofthelord.com
PHONE - (508) 996-1753
ADDRESS - Maronite Servants
856 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747This newsletter is printed courtesy of Minuteman Press Dartmouth, MA

Illumine Your Soul

The Year of Witness and 
Martyrs

An Excerpt from the Pastoral 
Letter of His Beatitude Patriarch 

Bechara Peter Rai

“The Year of Witness and Martyrs 
is a special occasion to renew 
our Christian commitment 
to witness to Jesus and to be 
prepared to fulfill it even to 
the witness of blood, so that 
hatred can be conquered by 
love, war by peace, enmity by 
fraternity, and injustice by 
justice. It is a year that removes 
fear from our hearts while we 
are witnessing nowadays torture 
and persecution of Christians. 

… In the Year of Witness and 
Martyrs we lift up our thoughts 
and our minds to Mary our 
Mother, the Queen of Martyrs. 
We ask that this year be a period 
of hope and perseverance, to 
complete the work of salvation 
that Jesus Christ has started and 
completed, a work that Saint 
Paul describes as, “in my flesh I 
am filling up what is lacking in 
the afflictions of Christ on behalf 
of his body, which is the Church” 
(Colossians 1:24). May this year 
be an incentive to follow in the 
footsteps of our witnesses and 
martyrs, to collect their heritage, 
a year to discover the forgotten 
martyrs and the unknown, so 
they can all intercede for us 
and be an example for us to 
follow Christ and witness to 
his love, in giving, sacrificing, 
forgiveness and reconciliation.”
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Servants of Christ the Light
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Dartmouth, MA 02747
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Divine Mercy Mission – Philadelphia, PA
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light were on mission at St. Maron’s 
Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on April 21-23rd. At the invitation of 
Reverend Vincent Farhat, pastor, the Sisters offered a parish-wide retreat, 
“Living Divine Mercy”. We offered reflections, prayers, and activities for  the 
MYO, MYA, children and families. 

“I am love and Mercy Itself.  There is no misery that could be a match for 
my mercy, neither will misery exhaust it, because as it is being granted – it 
increases.  The soul that trusts in My mercy is most fortunate, because I myself 
take care of it.” (from the Diary of St. Faustina, para: 1273, page 459)

Pilgrimage to Fatima Shrine in Holliston, MA
To commemorate the Centennial  Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima, the Maronite 
Servants of Christ the Light facilitated and led a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Fatima in Holliston, MA on Sunday, May 21st. Families from St. Anthony 
of the Desert parish joined us as we prayed the rosary at a beautiful outdoor shrine 
of an enormous rosary made of very large stones. Following the rosary, we gathered 
together in the  Church for Exposition and Benediction of the Holy Mysteries, and 
Maronite Evening Prayer (Ramsho).

Say “Yes” to Mary Day of Prayer – Celebrating Fatima
On Saturday, May 6, the Maronite Servants of Christ the Light participated in a 
morning of recollection on the key theme and message of Our Lady of Fatima 
presented and facilitated by the “Living The Fatima Message” Group at Bishop 
Connolly High School in Fall River, MA. The Maronite Servants of Christ the 
Light were asked to be exhibitors at this event and participate in the Living 
Rosary. The morning was absolutely beautiful, and included adoration and 
confession; the recitation of a living Rosary in a number of different languages; 
a rosary-making workshop; a play put on by Mrs. Elizabeth Montigny on the 

life of the Blessed Mother.

Fatima Presentation to 
Ladies Guild – Fall River
On Monday evening, March 20th, Mother Marla Marie, invited by the 
Ladies Guild of St. Anthony of the Desert Parish in Fall River, gave a 
presentation on the apparitions and message of Our Lady of Fatima, in 
honor of the Centennial Anniversary of the Apparitions.

The presentation highlighted. Our Lady’s message as one of conversion, 
repentance and consecration. The message of Our Lady of Fatima is still 
very relevant  and urgently needed in our present time.

Retreat & Mission - Richmond VA
Sr. Therese Maria assisted at the MYO Regional retreat held at Saint 
Anthony Maronite Parish in Richmond, Virginia on March 31-April 2. 
She gave a talk on her vocation story, the gift of confession and led the 
adoration and worship before the Holy Mysteries. The theme for this 
year’s presentation, activities and games was “Discover Jesus.” 

On Sunday night Sr. Therese Maria also met with Maronite Young Adults 
from the parish of Saint Anthony for a lively and interactive discussion 
on their identity as beloved sons and daughters of God. As Saint John 
Paul II emphasizes it is in giving ourselves away in loving service to our 
neighbor that we find our true self and fulfillment.

Lenten Mission – Jacksonville, Florida
St. Maron’s Church in Jacksonville, Florida invited us to offer a parish mission 
on March 24-26th.  The Maronite Servants collaborated with Reverend ElieAbi-
Chedid, pastor, in scheduling this lenten retreat. On Friday evening we joined 
the parish in praying the Benediction of the Cross, followed by a supper where 
we were able to meet and greet the parishioners. During supper, Mother Marla 
Marie facilitated a lectio divina on the Sunday’s Gospel of the Healing of the 
Paralytic, and taught the adults of the parish this method of prayerfully reading 
the scriptures. On Saturday, we facilitated a combined retreat with the MYO 
and MYA of the parish. The day included presentations and interactive group 
activities, adoration, confession, abundant laughter and fun. 

A very big thank you to Dr. Gabriella Assi for helping to coordinate this event at the local parish level, and to all those 
families who genuinely opened their hearts to receive us.

MYO/MYA Retreat – Sleepy Hollow NY
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light facilitated a MYO/MYA 
Regional Retreat at the St. John Paul II Maronite mission in Sleepy 
Hollow, New York on Saturday, March 11th, with over 130 teens 
and young adults from the following parishes, including their 
dedicated volunteers.  The theme was “Be Made Clean” and was 
based on the gospel of the Second Sunday of Lent, the Healing of 
the Leper. We were blessed to have among us and as one of the 
keynote speakers, His Excellency, Bishop Gregory Mansour.

Day of Recollection – Mother of the Light Convent
On Saturday, March 18th, the Maronite Servants of Christ the Light hosted 
a Day of Recollection at the Mother of Light Convent for ladies from the 
Daughters of Mary of Our Lady of the Cedars, Boston. The theme of the day 
was “Welcome Beloved Daughters to the Father’s Embrace”, and was based on 
the Gospel of the Prodigal Son. 
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