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Dear Friends
& Family,
We are in the Jubilee Year of Mercy promulgated by Pope Francis
on December 8th, 2015 and concluding on November 20, 2016.
Our Holy Father challenges us to focus on God’s desire for us to
receive, experience, and offer mercy. Our world needs to see the face
of mercy.
In a recent email I sent to the Maronite Bishop of Paris to promise
our prayers after the terrorist attacks, His Excellency, Bishop
Maroun Nasser Gemayel, wrote back to thank us and added that
we must pray for the perpetrators. I was pouring out my prayers
for the victims and the families. I wasn’t thinking of
the murderers. Thank you for reminding me, Sayedna
Gemayel that this is mercy, and now we have made this a
specific intention in our prayers.
In his document, The Face of Mercy, Pope Francis writes
that mercy is: “…a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace.
Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most
Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by
which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental
law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks
With Bishop Nasser Gemayel
sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the
path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope
of being loved forever despite our sinfulness.”
In response to this Jubilee, as Maronite Servants, we hope to offer days of prayer on mercy,
host works of mercy opportunities to involve youth, and coordinate with parishes to reach
out to those who have drifted away from the Church.
During this season of gift-giving in celebration of the Glorious Birth, please consider
donating generously to the organizations that aid our persecuted brothers and sisters (i.e.
Catholic Relief Services, In Defense of Christians). They need our support and mercy.
We will remember you in the Christmas Novena and wish you in advance a
Blessed Christmas.
With our prayers,
In Mary, Mother of the Light –

Thank you, Father Jack!
We thank Father Jack Morrison, former pastor of Our Lady
of Purgatory, for his friendship, spiritual direction and
goodness to us. We wish him well and offer him our prayers,
love and support as he takes up his new assignment at
Mary, Mother of the Light parish in Florida. We will surely
miss him!
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Illumine Your Soul
Prayer of Pope Francis
for the Jubilee of Mercy
Lord Jesus Christ, you have
taught us to be merciful like
the heavenly Father, and have
told us that whoever sees you
sees Him. Show us your face
and we will be saved… You are
the visible face of the invisible
Father, wof the God who
manifests his power above
all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible
face in the world, its Lord risen
and glorified. You willed that
your ministers would also be
clothed in weakness in order
that they may feel compassion
for those in ignorance and
error: let everyone who
approaches them feel sought
after, loved, and forgiven
by God. Send your Spirit and
consecrate every one of us
with its anointing, so that the
Jubilee of Mercy may be a year
of grace from the Lord, and
your Church, with renewed
enthusiasm, may bring good
news to the poor, proclaim
liberty to captives and the
oppressed, and restore sight to
the blind. … Amen.

NAM Regional Convention – Brooklyn NY

We attended and participated in the Mid-Atlantic East Regional NAM
Convention on November 6 -8, 2015. Monsignor James Root and the
community of Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral in Brooklyn, New York
hosted the convention with the theme of “In His Great Love and Mercy.”
The talks were to help prepare for the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Saturday’s
schedule began with Safro (morning prayer), followed by a wonderful
presentation by Chorbishop Seely Beggiani highlighting how our Maronite
prayers and liturgies emphasize God’s greatest attribute, his mercy.
Mother Marla Marie facilitated a workshop for the children from ages
5 – 12 sharing on “God’s Great Love for Us”. Sr. Therese Maria shared
her vocation story with 70 teenagers in the MYO workshop presented by
Bishop Gregory Mansour, and encouraged them to open their hearts to
our merciful Savior.

MYA National Workshop,
Orange CA
Sr. Therese Maria assisted the National Executive Board
at the 7th National Maronite Young Adult Workshop
on “Catholic Faith, Family & Society” in Orange,
California. Sister gave presentations on vocations,
Maronite identity and World Youth Day.

Holy Family/Holy Name School,
New Bedford MA

On Tuesday, September 22, the Maronite Servants of Christ the
Light visited the local Catholic school Holy Family Holy Name in
New Bedford. Miss Krystal Moujabber, 5th grade teacher, invited Sr.
Therese Maria to give a presentation on His Holiness, Pope Francis,
in honor of his visit to the United States. The children learned how
Pope Francis truly exemplifies Christ in radiating the Lord’s goodness
and joy.

Catholic Daughters - Brockton MA
On Tuesday evening, November 17, Mother Marla Marie
gave a presentation to the Catholic Daughters of Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in Brockton. She spoke on the
Eastern Catholic Churches and our Maronite Church pointing
out the complementarity of the Latin and the Maronite
Church. The presentation was well received and several of
the ladies said that they did not know of the existence of the
Eastern Catholic Churches.

On Retreat - Lisieux, France
The Maronite Servants annual weeklong retreat was in Lisieux,
France (September 25 to October 1). During this Year of
Consecrated Life, a generous priest friend (wishing to remain
anonymous) sponsored and guided our retreat, meditating
on the spirituality of Saint Therese of the Infant Jesus. Lisieux
is the site where Saint Therese lived as a Carmelite nun in the
late 19th Century and died at the age of 24. She is known
all over the world as the “Little Flower” who showed us her
“little way of spiritual childhood” to Jesus.
It was a great privilege over the week to pray in the Basilica
dedicated to St. Therese which features beautiful mosaics,
and not only holds relics of St. Therese, but also the mortal
remains of Louis and Zelie Martin, St. Therese’s parents, who
were canonized on October 18.
The Basilica is located close by the Carmelite Monastery,
where St. Therese spent 9 years as a nun. The Carmelite
Monastery is currently the home of the mortal remains of St.
Therese, along with that of her three other sisters who were
also Carmelite nuns; Pauline, Marie and Celine. On the
evening of Saturday, September 26, we participated in a beautiful procession during which the relics of St. Therese were moved
from the Carmel Monastery to the Basilica in honor of her feast. We experienced such a strong sense of “Church” that evening.
Thanks be to God for such a wonderful retreat! Walking in the footsteps of St. Therese, we felt she was walking with us. We took
your intentions and petitions with us at every holy site and prayed for them before every relic.

Scripture Retreat Day - Boston
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light facilitated a retreat day for
the parish of Our Lady of the Cedars in Boston on Saturday, November
21 on the theme of “Seeking His Light in Prayer - Praying with Sacred
Scripture”.
Mother Marla Marie guided the participants in a Lectio Divina (devine
reading), a traditional method of praying with sacred scripture
attributed to St. Benedict. Mother Marla Marie highlighted that when
we open the Word of God, it is his way of speaking to us, and he has
something to tell each of us, but we have to listen. Lectio Divina helps
us to do just that in four simple steps - read, reflect, pray and act.
Mother Marla Marie also spoke on the four movements of prayer, and
how the Psalms of the Old Testament capture them so beautifully.
Later in the afternoon, Sister Therese Maria guided the participants
through each movement of prayer in an hour of adoration before the Holy Mysteries, focusing particularly on the praying of the
Psalms.
We thank the Parish of Our Lady of the Cedars and their Pastor, Msgr. Georges El-Khali, for their warm welcome and participation.

Vocation Presentation - St. Mary’s, Dartmouth
On Sunday evening, October 18, Sr. Therese
Maria gave a presentation to the Life Teen
confirmation program of St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church in South Dartmouth. Sr.
Therese Maria first addressed some myths and
facts about what religious life actually entails,
and then gave the teens a brief introduction
on who we are as Maronite Servants of Christ
the Light.

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are a
congregation of consecrated religious serving the
Church in the parish as spiritual mothers in imitation
of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in their mission to
children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, the
dying, the grieving… They serve alongside the priests in
pastoral ministry reaching out with a maternal touch to
many needs of the parish family.
“At this time we are called to gaze even more attentively
on mercy so that we may become a more effective
signs of the Father’s action in our lives.” -- Pope Francis

With our beloved bishop, Sayedna Gregory Mansour at the
NAM Convention in Brooklyn, NY.

ON THE WEB
Check our blog updated every Friday. Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.
Also, find Maronite Servants on Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin.

tf

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AND FACEBOOK (MaroniteServant)
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EMAIL - sister@maroniteservants.org
WEBSITE - maroniteservants.org
BLOG - RadiateHisLight.blogspot.com
VOCATIONS - Vineyardofthelord.com
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ADDRESS - Maronite Servants
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