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Dear Friends,

Peace and blessings in this season of the Glorious Cross.
to an “on your mark, get set go!” to start prayer or to signal that
prayer has ended. St. Ephrem the Syrian (4th century) reminds us of
Christian, you will always take up the Cross of Christ on yourself as a
help, then ‘evil shall not come towards you, nor any scourge come near
your habitation,’ for the opposing power seeing it trembles and leaves.”
pause and meditate on the power of this prayer and how we need to be
shows how the cross conquers evil because God’s love triumphs over
death.

Visiting with Monsignor John Esseff in Scranton, PA

Centennial of Fatima, we make earnest prayers for peace in the world and the conversion of sinners as the
Queen of Peace asked in Fatima, calling all to take up the rosary each day. Please join us in these petitions
and send us your intentions which we will hold close in prayer.

annual award is presented to a woman religious, priest or lay person who has demonstrated how the power
of faith can transform lives and communities. We are pleased to announce that of 45 nominees nation-wide,
In the novitiate, Sister Natalie Sayde continues to grow in her formation as a Maronite Servant. Sister now
reaching out to the sick and homebound. Sister is enjoying her year in the apostolate.
In the coming weeks, we plan to serve in the Maronite parishes of Our Lady Star of the Sea, Pleasantville
NJ, St. Sharbel parish in Somerset NJ, and St. Anthony in Danbury CT. We look forward to the visit of our
Patriarch, Cardinal Peter Rai who will be in the U.S. in October attending several events. We hope to see
the Patriarch on his visit to Boston and to St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NY where he will dedicate a shrine to St.
Sharbel.
United in prayer, in Mary, Mother of the Light,

Save the Date
December 8th, 6:30 Divine Liturgy at St. Anthony of the Desert in Fall River MA.
Invitations to follow.

Kadisha Shrine

Assumption Pilgrimage – Ohio
We enjoyed several days of prayer and
visiting with friends at the National
Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon,
North Jackson, Ohio in celebration
of the Feast of the Dormition of the
Mother of God.

Our convent grounds offer many
spaces for quiet and prayer.
We have recently added a
shrine dedicated to the Saints
dear to our Maronite Church.
The Sisters and our guests visit
this shrine often to offer prayer.
This prayer space is located in
the backyard and is called the
Kadisha Shrine (Syriac word for
holy). The shrine is made up of
marble plaques, laser etched
with a depiction of the saint and
a memorial to loved ones (see
photos).
This project will help raise funds
for our needed basement
renovations. Our plan is make
our basement into space for
the ongoing education and
formation of our sisters.
If you are interested in
sponsoring a plaque, please
contact Sister Marla Marie
202-213-7700 to see what saints
are still available. We are asking
a $500 donation per memorial
plaque. Thank you to all who
have already sponsored a saint.

We also spent time in prayer, adoration
and fellowship with the MYO from
the parishes of Youngstown and
Cleveland.

Enjoying the group from Utica, St. Louis parish

Maronite Bible Camp 2017 – Fall River, MA
August 7th with three days of learning
about Mary’s tender love and watchful
sharing, games, prayer, choir practice,
dabke rehearsal, and snacks. Our theme
this year was “In the Footsteps of Mary”,

Day one centered on the apparitions of Fatima and the virtue of faith. Day two
was on the apparitions of Lourdes and how Our Lady gives us hope in the healing
power of God. Day three focused on Our Lady of Guadalupe and how our Mother
Mary is lovingly watching over us with her maternal care.
LOL Club Maronite summer
camp concluded August 9th with
Divine Liturgy celebrated at St.
Anthony of the Desert Maronite
Church by Fr. Alex Joseph,
attended by LOL members,
volunteers, and parents. A very
big thank you to Fr. Alex who
made the trip from Worcester,
Liturgy.
children in the Church Hall, which included skits, sing-a-longs and the dabke,

the parents who mentioned to us that their kids were “having so much fun” and
making so many new friends.

National MYO
Workshop – Minneapolis
attended and assisted at the National MYO Workshop in Minneapolis, MN
dynamic speakers, talks and activities centered on body image, relationships,
the Sacred Mysteries and coming home to God’s loving and merciful heart.
spirituality with the chaperones and gave an interactive presentation to the
teens on our identity (as children of God), mission (to love and be loved)
and destiny (Heaven). Sister also had great fun teaching the teens how to
make knotted twine rosaries.

World Maronite Youth Days – Lebanon
“Be Strong and Be Courageous” was the unifying theme for the
2017 World Maronite Youth Days in Lebanon which took place
July 15-26. Approximately 1500 Maronite young adults gathered
in Lebanon around His Beatitude and Cardinal Peter Rai to
adults had a full and dynamic program of catechesis, worship,
excursions to religious and historical sites, festivals, social
gatherings, and interactive discussions to inspire them in living
out their Maronite roots and connection to their motherland, Lebanon.
It was a blessing to accompany 40 of our young adults representing our two
Coordinator of the World Maronite Youth Days and the generous Pastoral Youth
Committee that hosted and facilitated this historical Youth gathering.

NAM 2017 – South Carolina
By Sr. Natalie Sayde Salameh
Apostolate of Maronites (NAM) Convention in Greenville, South
Carolina from June 28th to July 2nd, 2017. We were blessed with the
opportunity to meet and join with our Maronite parishioners who
attended from all over the US.
We had a table in the exhibit area where we were able to speak with many
A devoted friend from our Maronite parish of St. Joseph’s in Atlanta,
Cecilia Romero, had crocheted an assortment of baby items which she
generously donated to the sisters to help us raise funds for our mission.

and luncheons, two of which were with Bishop Gregory and Bishop Elias.

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are a congregation of
consecrated religious serving the Church in the parish as spiritual
mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in their mission
to children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, the dying, the
grieving… They serve alongside the priests in pastoral ministry reaching
out with a maternal touch to many needs of the parish family.
“Even if at times we are conscious of our weaknesses and tempted to
a sense of our own inadequacy and not yield to pessimism, which merely turns
us into passive spectators of a dreary and monotonous life. There is no room
for fear! God himself comes to cleanse our “unclean lips” and equip us for the
mission: “Your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out. Then I heard the
voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send and who will go for us?’ And I said,
‘Here am I, send me’” (Is 6:6-8). —Pope Francis

With our friends, the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia who serve in Providence, RI.

ON THE WEB
Check our blog updated every Friday. Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants

EMAIL - sister@maroniteservants.org
WEBSITE - maroniteservants.org
BLOG - RadiateHisLight.blogspot.com
PHONE - (508) 996-1753
ADDRESS - Maronite Servants
856 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Servants of Christ the Light
856 Tucker Road
Dartmouth, MA 02747
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