November 2019
Dear Friend of the Maronite Servants,
It has been another fulfilling year of service to God and His
people for the Maronite Servants of Christ the Light. We
pray for you, we love you and we seek to serve you. In case
you missed it, here are a few highlights from the year 2019
so far – all of which were made possible by your generosity:

^

We continue to lead the Eparchy’s ministries to Youth and Young Adults. Sister Therese Maria
co-led the Youth program at the National Apostolate of Maronites (NAM) Convention in Miami in July,
and the Maronite Young Adult Retreat in San Antonio in October. We hosted our annual Summer Bible
Camp which was attended by over 60 children. All of these events received tremendous feedback from
the participants.

^

We were asked by Bishop Gregory to help with the Eparchy’s Religious Education program in
parishes across the Eparchy. Sister Natalie Sayde and I took the lead in this, presenting catechist training
and preparing an on-line catechist training certification in conjunction with Franciscan University. We are
also helping to update the Eparchy’s Faith of the Mountain series, the new version of which is expected to
be released in 2021.

^

We continue to assist at local parishes, especially the closest parishes in Fall River and New
Bedford. Both parishes have new pastors in the past 15 months, and we are overjoyed to welcome our
friends Monsignor Jim Root and Father Vincent Farhat and to help them in any way we can. Monsignor
Jim even held a Barbeque Fundraiser for us in September!

^

We participated in several key events in the life of the Church, including the March for Life in
Washington, DC in January; the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral in Brooklyn in Lent; the Feast of the
Assumption Pilgrimage at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon in Ohio; and the New England
Regional NAM convention in October.

^

We are now four Sisters! Sister Therese Maria Touma is entering her tenth and Sister Natalie Sayde
her sixth as Maronite Servants. And very excitingly, Emily Lattouf entered our convent in Dartmouth in
September as a Postulant! Emily is at the beginning of what we pray will be a fulfilling and fruitful life of
dedication to the Lord and service to the Church as a Maronite Servant. We have a couple of young women
who are in discernment with us. Please pray for them.

^

The first phase of the basement renovations at Our Mother of the Light Convent in Dartmouth,
Massachusetts were completed in 2019. We now have a multifunctional space with a classroom, library,
and office, which collectively is referred to as Saint Sharbel Hall. Next on our renovations list is Phase II
of the basement to add bathrooms, a kitchen, laundry, maintenance, and breakroom.

Thank you for making these works possible! We rely upon you to provide the resources necessary to
continue our work of service to God’s people. As you know, we don’t sell any products or provide paidfor services like a business – rather, we rely wholly upon the generosity of good people like you to sustain
our work, as Sisters have done throughout Church history.
This Christmas, my Sisters and I ask you once again to make a sacrificial end-of-year gift to sustain our
ministry. We rely upon you to continue our mission of extending Christ’s Love to those in most need –
the young, the old, the lonely, the sick, and the poor. Please send a check in the enclosed envelope, or
donate online at www.maroniteservants.org (click on Donate). Thank you for your continued support.
You sustain us with your prayers and financial gifts. We pray for our benefactors, including you, daily.
Please remember us in your prayers this Christmas Season.
Gratefully yours in Mary, Mother of the Light,

Sister Marla Marie Lucas
Maronite Servants’ Superior
P.S. Please send us your prayer intentions on the enclosed envelope and
we will include them in our Christmas Novena.

You can also help us in one of the following important ways:

^

Monthly Giving: Setting up an automatic monthly gift is easy and ensures that you support
the Maronite Servants throughout the year. Just check the monthly giving box on the enclosed
donation form, or set up your gift on our donation page. It’s simple!

^

Matching Gifts: Double the value of your gift through your employer’s Matching Gift
Program. A list of employers who match donations can be found on our website; or just tell us your
employer and we will tell you whether your gift qualifies for a match. Some companies even match
gifts by retirees!

^

Planned Giving: Please consider naming the Maronite Servants as a beneficiary in your will,
insurance policy or estate plan. This is a most meaningful way to remember us.
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