
Our visit to the Cedars of Lebanon

We visited with His Eminence and Beatitude, 
Cardinal Bishara Peter Rai, in Bkerke

Dear Family and Friends,

Peace and blessings in this Season of the Glorious Birth.  

We had an eventful Fall with our 10th Anniversary celebrations and our mission trip 
to Lebanon.  

In recounting God’s blessings of ten years of foundation, we invited people to celebrate 
with us in an open house, a banquet fundraiser, and a Liturgy of Thanksgiving.  It 
has been the support of so many good people who have made these ten years possible.  
We are grateful for you!  These events and photos are featured on our blog.  

It was a tremendous blessing for my sisters and I to reconnect with our Maronite roots 
in Lebanon. Our three-week visit combined apostolic service and silent retreat.  You 
can read highlights of our itinerary in this newsletter.  During our time of mission 
and retreat, we had the opportunity to take in so much beauty from the glorious 
mountains, to the sunsets, shrines and breath-taking landscapes. 

In our Maronite Servants’ Typicon, we are encouraged to foster the silence and solitude of the mountains of Lebanon in 
our recollected hearts in order to commune with the Lord. This trip definitely helped us to deepen our communion with 
the Lord and each other. We pray that the fruits of silence, solitude, prayer, and mission will continue to grow and help us 
to flourish in our own vocations and in our service to the Church.

You will be able to see some of our visit to Lebanon on Télé Lumière / Noursat TV. The generous staff there helped us 
tremendously as we maneuvered our way from place to place.  We will be posting on our blog the programs featuring our 
mission, produced by them.  Télé Lumière / Noursat is the first and only Christian television in Lebanon and the Middle 
East, founded in 1991. Their website explains: 

Its mission is ecumenical, it is not associated to any political party or movement, does not broadcast any political views 
and does not accept or promote any commercial endorsements. As a non-profit broadcasting station, it… survives only 
from various donations given by its supporters and friends. 

We would like to encourage you to include Télé Lumière in your Christmas giving.  They are currently facing a critical and 
severe financial deficit and need your help to continue to bring the Good News to the Middle East and beyond.  

Please know of our prayers for you, email us your special intentions for the Christmas Novena or use the enclosed form to 
mail them.  In the midst of what can often become a hectic and noisy dash to the holidays, we pray that you can carve out 
a space of stillness and quiet to ready your heart for a blessed Christmas!

In Mary, Mother of the Light,

ON THE WEB
Check our blog updated every Friday. Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are a congregation of 
consecrated religious serving the Church in the parish as spiritual 
mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in their mission 
to children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, the dying, the 
grieving… They serve alongside the priests in pastoral ministry reaching 
out with a maternal touch to many needs of the parish family.

“The joy of the Gospel, which makes us open to encountering God and our 
brothers and sisters, does not abide in our slowness and our sloth.  It will not fill 
our hearts if we keep standing by the window with the excuse of waiting for 
the right time, without accepting this very day the risk of making a decision.  
Vocation is today!  The Christian mission is now!  Each one of us is called – 
whether to the lay life in marriage, to the priestly life in the ordained ministry, 
or to a life of special consecration – in order to become a witness of the Lord, 
here and now.”  Pope Francis, 2018 World Day of Prayer for Vocations

EMAIL - sister@maroniteservants.org
WEBSITE - maroniteservants.org
BLOG - RadiateHisLight.blogspot.com
PHONE - (508) 996-1753
ADDRESS - Maronite Servants
856 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747
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We are now registered with Amazon to receive donations from them every time you 
shop.  Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the 
charitable organization of your choice.  AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.  Please support our charitable organization by 
starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com by following this link https://smile.amazon.
com/ch/80-0158844  to our Servants of Christ the Light charity page on Amazon. 



Silent Retreat in Lebanon
The Maronite Servants spent one week in silent retreat, from Sunday, October 28 
through to Friday, November 2. We dedicated each day to one of our beloved Maronite 
Saints by visiting their Monasteries and walking in their footsteps. The theme of our 
retreat was “Rejoice and Be Glad”, the title of the latest Apostolic Exhortation written 
by His Holiness, Pope Francis. 

Our retreat began on Sunday, October 28 in Jrabta at the Monastery of St. Joseph, 
where St. Rafqa lived and died. We had the awesome privilege of not only celebrating 
Divine Liturgy there and praying at her blessed tomb, but also of visiting, and praying 
outside, her actual bedroom (which is not commonly open to the public).

On Monday and Tuesday, we spent our days in prayer and reflection in Kfifane at the 
Monastery of Sts. Cyprian and Justina, the home of St. Nemetallah El-Hardini and Bl. 
Estephan Nehme. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, we made our way to Annaya, first to the Monastery of St. Maron and then to the 
Hermitage of Sts. Peter and Paul, where St. Charbel spent his years in silence, solitude and prayer.In Annaya, we spent 
our days of prayer in silence and solitude, allowing the Lord to speak amid the beauty and splendor of the mountains, 
which overlooked the Hermitage and Monastery. 

On Friday, the final day of our retreat, we drove north to the Holy Valley, known in 
Arabic as Wadi Qannoubine. This valley is where our Maronite people and fourteen 
Maronite Patriarchs fled to, in order to preserve our Maronite faith from destruction 
and persecution at the hands of the Ottoman Empire. We thanked God for their 
sacrifices and for our precious gift of faith, a faith many died for. 

The Church of Our Lady of Qannoubine was breathtaking, as we saw the Patriarch’s 
hiding places in the Church whenever Ottoman officials came looking for him. 
One of his hiding places was directly opposite the awesome icon of Our Lady of 
Qannoubine, where the Patriarch took solace in her maternal presence. We also saw 
the Patriarchs’ bedroom, which was extremely small, bare, simple and austere. These 
men were truly ‘other-wordly’, and had their sights firmly set on heaven. 

10 Year Anniversary Celebration
On Saturday, October 13, the Maronite Servants commemorated their 
Ten Year Anniversary with a hafle celebration at Our Lady of the Cedar’s 
Hall in Jamaica Plain.  With 275 people in attendance from all seven 
Maronite parishes in Massachusetts, the evening’s program was filled 
with prayer and gratitude for God’s blessings, a delicious buffet, and live 
entertainment.

Chorbishop Joseph Kaddo gave the invocation. Msgr. James Root, Pastor 
of St. Anthony of the Desert, gave a short presentation on the early 
beginnings of the foundation and how he was a part of the clergy committee charged with overseeing the establishment 
of the Maronite Servants. Mother Marla Marie gave a heartfelt presentation on her experience as the foundress of the 
Maronite Servants, emphasizing God’s many blessings in the last 10 years. Msgr. Georges El-Khali, Pastor of Our Lady 
of the Cedars Church, finished the evening’s presentations by affirming the work of the sisters, and how greatly the 
sisters are appreciated and needed in our Maronite eparchies.

Our Mission in Lebanon 
By Sr. Natalie Sayde Salameh, MSCL

The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light were on a three week visit 
to Lebanon which consisted of one week of mission and apostolic 
activities. The last full week was dedicated to our annual silent retreat. 

We arrived in Lebanon on October 17, and our mission began with 
a youth gathering on October 20, with 400 youth of Jbeil and their 
Bishop, His Excellency Michel Aoun.  His Excellency had invited us to 
attend last fall when he visited us in Dartmouth. Sr. Therese Maria gave 
a testimonial on the Maronite youth of America and the challenges they 
face today. 

Also, we attended the youth gathering in Zahle on November 3 with Bishop Joseph Mouawad. The theme was “What 
is my Vocation?” We had the opportunity to speak with many of the youth. 

The Missionary Sisters of the Most Holy Sacrament in Jbeil hosted us for 
one day. The sisters have a house of mercy for the elderly in Kfarmasshoun 
where we spent the morning with the elderly, visiting and praying with 
them. In the afternoon, we went to the sisters’ school and orphanage in 
Beit Habbak.

On Wednesday, October 24, we visited the Sesobel Institute in Ain El Rehani, 
which takes care of 250 mentally and physically disabled children. Mrs. Fadia 
Safi, manager of Sesobel, gave us a tour of the facility. We experienced this 
mission first hand, from their physical therapy center and autism center to 
their textile workshop, just to name a few. It was a blessed day to spend with 
the children who taught us so much about true happiness, and joy in the 
midst of their challenges.

The last couple of days of our mission week were spent with 
the team of Telelumiere. The sisters were able to film a number 
of short videos on various topics such as, vocations and our 
Maronite Servants’ congregation highlighting our tenth 
anniversary of foundation.  

On the day before we departed to the US, we visited with His 
Eminence and Beatitude, Cardinal Bishara Peter Rai, in Bkerke. 
In our conversations with the Patriarch, he touched upon the 
subject of vocations in Lebanon, and how vital it is for religious to be faithful and authentic witnesses of the Gospel. His 
Beatitude also spoke about his recent visit to Rome, where he participated in the Synod on Young People. He said it was 
a fruitful Synod and highlighted how important it is for us to listen to the concerns of young people in our Church today.

Our visit to Lebanon and our apostolic activities were a great blessing, and filled us with much joy. It was such a 
wonderful experience to meet and participate in the lives of so many people, to be able to touch their suffering and 
listen to and sympathize with their challenges in life. We thank God for these opportunities.  We are most grateful to 
Deacon Simon & Frances Abi Nader for opening their home to us in the beautiful village of Abdelly, Batroun.
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