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Dear Friends,
Peace be with you in this Season of Pentecost. As you can see from this photo, we are
happy to be finally enjoying sunshine and warmer weather in New England. “The heavens
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” (Psalm 19)
In our Maronite Church, Pentecost is an entire season (celebrated until the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross on September 14th). We are blessed to have an extended time to focus on and
rekindle our devotion to God the Holy Spirit, who animates us to go forth in witness. Pope
Francis offers us a description of how our witness should be in the words of a prayer from the
conclusion of his homily on Pentecost Sunday:
“Brothers and sisters, let us daily implore the gift of the Spirit. Holy Spirit, harmony of
God, you who turn fear into trust and self-centeredness into self-gift, come to us. Grant us the
joy of the resurrection and perennially young hearts. Holy Spirit, our harmony, you who make
of us one body, pour forth your peace upon the Church and our world. Holy Spirit, make us
builders of concord, sowers of goodness, apostles of hope.”
Our lives and world need a greater harmony. May we be sowers of the “harmony of God.”
Thank God for the blessings we have lined
up this summer. The Sisters are enrolled in the
Franciscan University of Steubenville Cathechetical
Institute program Franciscan at Home, which is an
on-line certification program, for catechesis and
parish catechetical leadership. These courses will
help to form the sisters for more effective catechetical
and parish mission.
In addition, we are continuing the
maintenance of our Mother of the Light convent by
painting the exterior of the house (see sidebar). We are also putting the finishing touches to the
first phase of the basement renovations and will showcase this in our next newsletter. Thank
you to all of our generous benefactors!
Our summer plans also include joining in the annual NAM Convention in Miami,
MYO Workshop in Ohio, and the Assumption Pilgrimage in North Jackson, OH. We hope to
see many of you at one of these events!
Please know of our daily prayers, and if there is a particular intention you would like
us to pray for, contact us. Also, keep in prayer the young women visiting us in the summer
and discerning a vocation with our community. God bless you with a refreshing and fruitful
summer.
In Mary, Mother of the Light,

Can you help us with
our “Kadisha Shrine”?
Our convent grounds offer many
spaces for reflection, quiet and
prayer. We have a growing shrine
dedicated to our beloved Maronite
Saints. Recently, a raised flower bed
was added to the base of the wall
as an Eagle Scout project of our
friend, Jacob Correia. It has truly
enhanced the beauty of this sacred
space. The Sisters and our guests
visit this shrine often to offer prayer
and special intentions for loved
ones, living and deceased.
This prayer space is located in
the backyard and is called the
Kadisha Shrine (Syriac word for
holy). The shrine is made up of
marble plaques, laser etched with
a depiction of a chosen saint and a
memorial to honor loved ones (see
photos).
By supporting this project, you will
help us raise funds for our needed
home maintenance expenses. We
are currently repairing and painting
the exterior of our Mother of the
Light Convent in Dartmouth, MA.
If you are interested in sponsoring
a plaque of a saint please contact
Sister Marla Marie at 202-2137700 to see which saints are still
available. We are asking a $500
donation for each memorial
plaque. This is a beautiful way to
memorialize a loved one and make
a positive difference in our convent
and mission. May God reward your
goodness and generosity.

Catechetical
Workshop in Boston

Reflection on the Mother of God, Fall River
Sister Natalie Sayde offered a reflection on Mary, the Mother of God at the
May 20th Sodality meeting at St. Anthony of the Desert in Fall River, MA.
Sister witnessed to her own journey of growing closer to Mary and the
benefits of Marian consecration.

On Saturday, March 30, the
Maronite Servants of Christ the
Light facilitated a Catechetical
Workshop for the Catechists at
Our Lady of the Cedars Church
of Boston. This was their third
workshop in a four-part series
that the sisters are offering to
help catechists serve their parish
and catechesis more effectively.

LoL Summer Bible Camps
We have been promoting our annual summer Light of Life Bible Camp for children ages
5 to 12 on the theme: In the Footsteps of St. Joseph. There will be two camps: one to be
hosted June 21-23 at Our Lady of the Cedars in Boston and another August 5-9 at St.
Anthony of the Desert in Fall River. For more information contact the Sisters.

Parish Mission on Mary – Allentown
On the weekend of May 24-25, the Maronite Servants of Christ the Light
facilitated a parish mission for the newly established Maronite Community
in Allentown, PA. Our Maronite Community in Allentown consists of
approximately 100 families and is currently using the Slovak Roman Catholic
Church of St. John the Baptist. The sisters were asked by Pastor, Fr. Kamil ElChouefati, to facilitate a parish mission on Mary, the Mother of God during
the month of May. The theme of the weekend’s retreat was “Behold, Your
Mother” (Jn 19: 27).
On Friday evening, Sr. Natalie Sayde gave a presentation on Mary as her own
Mother in her spiritual journey. The women present also shared on how they had experienced the maternal protection
and intercession of Mary in their lives, often times during the most difficult and trying moments. The evening concluded
with the Rosary and the Zi’ah of Mary, with a final blessing from Fr. Kamil. On Saturday, we catechized the children
to honor and love our Blessed Mother by means of the Rosary. They learned how to recite the Rosary and participated
in an outdoor procession to the shrine of Our Lady of Fatima on the parish grounds.

Maronite Young Adults, Brockton
The Sisters facilitated a gathering of young adults hosted by St. Theresa’s Maronite
parish in Brockton, MA. After the evening Divine Liturgy on June 2nd, the group
enjoyed an icebreaker and general discussion of topics of interest in the faith. Father
Joseph Daiif, pastor, offered a generous dinner for the event.

Please support our charitable organization by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com by following this link
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0158844 to our Servants of Christ the Light charity page on Amazon.

The Choice Made by God

By Sr. Natalie Sayde Salameh, MSCL
One of the most topical issues in the mainstream media is abortion.
It’s not surprising with the State of New York formally legalizing third
trimester abortions and infanticide. All this coinciding with the release of the
movie “Unplanned”, which is an awesome depiction of the true story of Abby
Johnson, former abortion advocate and employee of Planned Parenthood
turned Pro-life advocate and mother of eight children.
Many, I think, fail to grasp the reality of abortion. Well, this reality
has hit home for me on a very personal level as I have just recently come to
know the full truth about the story of my conception, a story I want to share
with you. This story is not really mine to share but that of my parents, and
they have given me permission to share it.
My parents had three children, my two older brothers and myself. My eldest brother Peter is 11 years older
than me, and Malcolm is 8 years older than me. When I was conceived in 1984, after an 8-year gap, the doctor who
examined my mother told her that the baby would be born with serious birth defects; actually, he said that I would be
missing an eye or both eyes and some limbs. This was before the advancement of technology including ultra sounds
and sonograms. The doctor gave my mother a white slip of paper, which stated clearly at the top “Recommendation –
Termination of Pregnancy”.
The doctor advised my mother to abort me. My father being the typical Lebanese man who doesn’t go into
exam rooms was outside in the waiting room. My mother emerged visibly distressed and crying and she told my father
what the doctor had said. She showed him the white slip of paper from the doctor which would have ended my life.
Now bear in mind, English is not my parents’ first language, so my father went straight in to see the doctor to ascertain
exactly what was going on, while my mother was drying her tears in the waiting room.
He asked the doctor, “did you give this slip of paper to my wife? What’s going on?” The doctor told my father the
same thing he had told my mother about my being born with serious birth defects. What my father said in response to
the doctor is to this day, the most moving thing I have ever heard my father say. He said, “are you going to take care of
this baby or are we? Who are you to say that we have to end our baby’s life just because that baby may be born with some
defects? We’re happy to keep this baby no matter what, I don’t care if the baby is missing both eyes and all four limbs,
we will look after the baby because it’s ours”. The doctor then said the buzz word of the century to my father, “well, Mr.
Salameh, it’s your choice.” Choice! My father again responded beautifully, “the choice was made by God when he gave
us this baby as a gift”.
My parents left the doctor’s office and went to another doctor, who again examined my mother. It turns out
that this doctor said that I would be born with both eyes and with all my limbs, with no defects whatsoever, and so
it was. My mother carried me to term; actually, I was born after my due date. Now let’s rewind the tape for a second.
Had my parents taken that white slip of paper and gone ahead with the abortion, the reality is that I would not be
here. This is the reality of abortion which we cannot escape and cannot hide, that it destroys human life in the womb.
Had my parents gone through with the abortion, the Maronite church would not have this sister serving it. Now think
about this, how many nuns, priests, monks, bishops, popes, servants of God and His Church have been lost because of
abortion? I exist because my parents chose life that day.
For all expectant mothers out there, please cherish the gift of life in your womb. And for all the women who have had
abortions, please know that you are so loved by God, and He wants to offer you healing. God wants you to know that
He comes with mercy and forgiveness, not with judgment or condemnation. The sisters can help you find that healing
by sharing some awesome resources with you.

Save the Date

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are a congregation of
consecrated religious serving the Church in the parish as spiritual
mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in their
mission to children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, the dying,
the grieving… They serve alongside the priests in pastoral ministry
reaching out with a maternal touch to many needs of the parish family.

•
“Worshipping the Lord means giving Him the place that he must have;
worshipping the Lord means stating, believing - not only by our words that He alone truly guides our lives; worshipping the Lord means that we
are convinced before Him that He is the only God, the God of our lives,
the God of our history.” (Pope Francis)

BBQ Fundraiser for the Sisters on Saturday,
September 7th hosted by St. Anthony of the
Desert parish in Fall River MA. Enjoy chicken
and ribs, entertainment, raffles
…. Additional information to come.

ON THE WEB
Check our blog updated every Friday. Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants
This newsletter is printed courtesy of Minuteman Press Dartmouth, MA

EMAIL - sister@maroniteservants.org
WEBSITE - maroniteservants.org
BLOG - RadiateHisLight.blogspot.com
PHONE - (508) 996-1753
ADDRESS - Maronite Servants
856 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Servants of Christ the Light
856 Tucker Road
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