December 2020

Dear Friends of the Maronite Servants,
We have kept you close in prayer even if we could not be out and
about on mission serving the parishes. We do miss seeing you and
being with you!

Celebrating my 60th birthday in November.

This year has been challenging for all – the uncertainty, the suffering, the anxiety. Darkness is a cry for light to
hasten. Christmas is the season of lights and Jesus is born to be our Light in the darkness: “The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; Upon those who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone.” Is 9:1
Come, dear Jesus, and be our light in this season of the Glorious Birth and bring us your gifts of peace, hope
and love.
The Sisters and I have taken our service to God’s people on-line to bring Christ the Light to others. We
have reached many people from around the world! We would like to share with you a few highlights from 2020
– all of which were made possible by your generosity:
We have launched with the support of His Excellency, Bishop Gregory J. Mansour a partnership with
Franciscan University's Catechetical Institute to offer quality workshop tracks to certify our parish catechists
and youth advisors. The tracks in the Franciscan at Home program educate, train, and enhance the knowledge
and skills needed to hand on the Catholic faith to the children and teens in our parishes. Over 50 parishioners
have signed on and already three have been certified after completing the 12 workshops.
I have worked on the Eparchy of St. Maron’s webpage for Religious Education and continue to update the
Maronite Faith Formation blog. We just posted coloring pages of 24 saints from our Maronite calendar that can
be downloaded for home or classroom. In addition, activity pages and stories of these saints are being prepared
for other grade levels.
Sister Therese Maria continues to serve in the Eparchy’s ministries to youth and has helped assemble an
excellent eparchial team of youth leaders for the Office of the MYYA (Maronite Youth & Young Adults). They
have already offered a series of regional on-line retreats and formation webinars which were well received.
Our postulant, Emily has been studying through the Institute of Catholic Culture’s Magdala Apostolate
which provides sound doctrinal formation for women religious. We are grateful to them for this invaluable
service. Emily is also helping with our on-line bible and book studies that we are offering to young adults.
We offer an apostolate of prayer with our people through the telephone and internet on Monday through
Friday 2:00PM to 4:00PM (EST). Requests for prayer have come from across the US and Canada. It is a
blessing to pray with our people!

Our Fall Maronite Formation series offered on-line each Thursday in October was well attended. We are
planning one for Great Lent: Fasting, Prayer, & Almsgiving— Feb 25, Fr. Rudy Wakim; The Maronite
Liturgical Year— Mar 4, Fr. Naji Kiwan; Maronite Rituals for Great Lent— Mar 11, Msgr. James Root; Syriac
Themes in Passion Week — Mar 18, Fr. Aaron Sandbothe; Mary in our Tradition— Mar 25, Fr. Kevin Beaton.
We invite you to join us. Registration details will be posted on our social media.
Thank you for making these and other works possible! We count on you to provide the resources necessary
to carry on our service to God’s people. As you know, we rely wholly upon the generosity of good people like
you to sustain us.
This Christmas, my Sisters and I ask you once again to make a sacrificial end-of-year gift to sustain our
ministry. With your help, we are able to continue our mission of extending Christ’s Love to those in most need
– the young, the old, the lonely, the sick, and the poor. Please send a check in the enclosed envelope, or donate
online at maroniteservants.org (click on Donate). Thank you for your continued support. You sustain us with
your prayers and financial gifts. We pray for our benefactors, including you, daily.
Please remember us and the women discerning with us in your prayers this
Christmas Season.
Gratefully yours in Mary, Mother of the Light,

Sister Marla Marie
Maronite Servants’ Superior

P.S.

Congratulations Sr. Therese Maria, now a
US citizen! Pictured on her ride back from
the naturalization ceremony in November.

Please send us your intentions in the enclosed envelope and they will be included in our daily
prayers throughout the Christmas season.

You can also help us in one of the following important ways:
Monthly Giving: Setting up an automatic monthly gift is easy and ensures that you support the
Maronite Servants throughout the year. Set up your gift on website donation page. It’s simple!
Matching Gifts: Double the value of your gift through your employer’s Matching Gift Program.
Tell us your employer and we will check if your gift qualifies for a match.
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Planned Giving: Please consider naming the Maronite Servants as a beneficiary in your will,
insurance policy or estate plan. This is a most meaningful way to remember us.
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