
Dear Friends,

This summer, unlike last year, was blessed by many in-person 
missions and activities, thank God! In this issue, we showcase a 
few of them. One of our highlights was receiving Emily into the 
novitiate. Sr. Emily Mary shares a reflection on page 3, and we wish 
her happy and holy perseverance! 

Our hearts go out to Lebanon in her continued struggles and 
challenges including fuel and medicine shortages. The latest 
numbers put almost three quarters of the population living in 
poverty. Please join us in prayers and support for Lebanon. Our 
Eparchy has trusted charities that you can give to which include: 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Caritas Lebanon, the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Cross, and Catholic Relief Services. You can find links 
to donate on the Eparchy website: 

https://www.stmaron.org/how-you-can-help

In our small effort to assist, we have begun a local Rosaries for 
Lebanon fundraiser. The sisters make cord knotted rosaries and sell them at area parishes with all the proceeds going the charities 
mentioned above. In our first parish effort at Our Lady of Purgatory in New Bedford MA, we raised $1,100. Our next venue will be at St. 
Anthony of the Desert in Fall River MA. 

Also, we would like to acknowledge all those who supported our “nun mobile” fundraiser to help us purchase a car for our mission travels. 
Thank you! We are very close to meeting our goal.

Our Fall is taking shape with several on-line workshops that we are hosting, including a Discernment Study series; Maronite Spirituality; 
and a Bible Study on women in the bible. Please keep these and our up-coming missions in your prayers. 

You are in our hearts and prayers. Reach out to us with your intentions. God bless you in this season of the Glorious Cross. 

In Mary, Mother of the Light, 

Father Christopher M. Peschel, pastor of Our Lady of Grace 
and St. John the Baptist in Westport MA, has received bi-ritual 
faculties for the Maronite Church. As of August, Fr. Chris has 

been offering Divine Liturgy at our convent every Tuesday.  
A great blessing! 

ON THE WEB
Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
As consecrated religious, the Maronite Servants serve the Church as 
spiritual mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in 
our life of contemplative prayer, asceticism, and apostolic mission to 
children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, dying, and grieving. 
The sisters serve alongside the priests in pastoral ministry reaching out 
with a maternal touch to many needs of the parish family.

“Consecrated life is not about survival, it is not about preparing ourselves  
for dying well: this is the temptation of our days, in the face of declining 
vocations. No, it is not about survival, but new life. “But there are only a few of us ,  
it’s about new life. It is a living encounter with the Lord in his people. It is a call 
to the faithful obedience of daily life and to the unexpected surprises from 
the Spirit. It is a vision of what we need to embrace in order to experience joy: 
Jesus.” - Pope Francis
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Spiritual Mission -- Memphis TN
By Sister Therese Maria 

I recently returned from a mission of mercy at St. Jude’s Hospital in Memphis Tennessee where I spent an intense four days serving a Maronite 
family to accompany their child in his last days. My heart is filled with tremendous gratitude for all the graces and blessings of this difficult time. 

On Wednesday September 8, we received a phone call about a family that was in distress at the news that their son, six-year-old John Paul, had a 
few days more days to live after a long battle with cancer. The El Khoury Family came from Lebanon two years ago through the charity of Saint 
Jude’s Hospital in an attempt to give special treatments to John Paul with the hope of healing his aggressive cancer. 

Mother Marla Marie asked me if I would be willing to fly to Memphis the next day to accompany and support this family. I did not think twice 
about it as I felt God was asking me to do this. During my time with them, I came to learn that the mother Lillian had also prayed that God would 
send a sister who spoke Arabic to be with her and her husband Michel. (Continued on page 2)
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Sister Therese Maria with Michel and Lillian El Khoury and 
Fr. Peter Zogbi (St. Elias, Birmingham, AL) and Fr. Titus 
(Memphis TN). 

Never Outdone in Generosity
A reflection on my vocation journey, by Sister Emily Mary Lattouf

In my two years as a postulant with the Maronite Servants of Christ the Light, I can 
say these words of Jesus are so true: “Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has 
given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands for my 
sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not receive a hundred times more now 
…” (Mark 10: 29-30)

During the postulancy, I have had to adjust to my new life in the convent. I left my 
family (mother, father, three sisters and brother) to enter. Although I miss them, 
I discovered that I have not left them behind but carry them with me in my heart 
wherever I go. I pray for them each day and entrust them to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, who love them far more than I ever could.

I have also learned that the Divine Giver will never be outdone in generosity. 
Through the surrender of my family, He has given me His, especially the sisters I live with. In our vocation as Maronite Servants, we serve our 
people as spiritual mothers. We comfort the grieving, visit the sick, rejoice with newlyweds, celebrate first communions, and in any way we can 
help, we do. In reality, I have received a hundred-fold for what I have given. I am grateful to my sisters and all the parishioners, and friends of 
our community for their warm welcome and generosity during these past two years.

As of September 8, I am now a novice - Sister Emily Mary - and I am excited to be continuing my vocation journey! In the novitiate, I look 
forward to learning more about the evangelical counsels, the vows of obedience, chastity and poverty, which will lead me to live a greater 
charity. I desire to grow in my ability to love and serve the Lord and his people. The vows will ask of me to sacrifice something good for an even 
greater good. My novitiate is to prepare me to take these vows. Please pray for me during this next stage of my formation. 

I encourage young women who are considering a religious vocation to pray for an open and generous heart. If Jesus is asking you to follow 
Him, let Him take your hand and lead you. Trust in Jesus and you will not be disappointed, and He will never be outdone in generosity.

MYO Picnic
On September 11, we hosted our first MYO event at the Mother 
of the Light convent since the beginning of the pandemic. The 
youth (ages 12-18) came from our parishes in Saint Anthony 
of the Desert (Fall River), Saint Theresa’s (Brockton), and Our 
Lady of the Cedars (Boston). The teens and chaperones joined 
us for evening prayer, led by Monsignor James Root, pastor of 
Saint Anthony of the Desert and was followed by a picnic supper, 
games and a bonfire, which included tasty s’mores. 

Families Visit 
A group of young families joined us at the convent on September 
12, and our yard buzzed with the joyful activity of their children 
(ages 9 months to 6 years). The families, from Saint Theresa’s 
(Brockton), Our Lady of the Cedars (Boston), and Our Lady of 
Mercy (Worcester), joined us for a picnic supper, games and evening 
prayer. It was a blessing to have them with us!

“The family is, so to speak, the domestic church.” Lumen Grentium

Spiritual Mission cont.
On my flight to Memphis, I was praying, asking God “what do you want from me and what am I to do?” I was thinking how risky it 
was going into an unfamiliar situation and place I have never been before. I had heard so much of Danny Thomas and the amazing 
work of Saint Jude’s hospital for children with cancer, but this trip was all new to me. 

What came to me in prayer was just to “be” with this good family in their sorrow. There were some very challenging moments, and 
yes tears. God was faithful and present in every moment. The strength that God gave me at the bedside of John Paul or while listening 
to and speaking with his parents and the medical staff was all grace. 

I was able to serve as an interpreter and a voice for John Paul and his 
parents, to bring them some comfort and peace in this tough time. 

I thank God for the selfless nurses and doctors at Saint Jude’s hospital. 
I saw first-hand the dedication that these nurses displayed. I was 
inspired by their genuine love and attentiveness to a child’s needs as 
he suffered excruciating pain. May God bless the staff there in their 
vocation of medical care. 

On Sunday September 12 (Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross), 
heaven gained another angel, little John Paul. He is no longer suffering 
as he had been for the last three years. When I saw his face, I sensed 
that he was rejoicing with God, he had a gentle smile and serenity! 
A spirit of joy and peace filled my heart and the room. Please join 
us all in praying for Michel, Lillian and family. God grant them his 
consolation and peace.

Summer Bible Camps
Our summer bible camps were enjoyed by over 100 children at 
two locations. We spent a week at the end of July at St. Anthony in 
Lawrence MA (below) teaching our Maronite heritage. Then in the 
first week of August we held our 10th local camp at St. Anthony’s) in 
Fall River teaching on the ten commandments. 

MYA National Workshop – 
Mundelein IL
The National Maronite Young Adult Leadership Conference in 
Chicago held in early September was a great success with over 160 
young adults in attendance along with both our Bishops and our 
inspiring speaker Chris Padgett. 
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