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Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are a congregation of
consecrated religious serving the Church in the parish as spiritual
mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in their life of
contemplative prayer, asceticism, and apostolic mission to children,
youth, young adults, families, the sick, dying, and grieving… We serve
alongside the priest in pastoral ministry reaching out with a maternal
touch to the many needs of the parish family.

You have been in our thoughts and prayers during these challenging months and days facing our
nation and the world, especially Lebanon. The sisters and I have been praying an on-going novena
to the Mother of God for a cure of the pandemic, for the sick, the dying, for care-givers and essential
workers. We know how difficult this year has been for you with the virus, the civil unrest, and that
lingering feeling of uncertainty.
The Sisters enjoying the sunshine as summer winds down.

ON THE WEB
Check our blog updated every Friday. Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

This newsletter is printed courtesy of Minuteman Press Dartmouth, MA

FALL 2020

Dear Friends,

“It is Jesus that you seek when you dream of happiness; He is waiting for you
when nothing else you find satisfies you; He is the beauty to which you are so
attracted; it is He who provoked you with that thirst for fullness that will not let
you settle for compromise...” - St. John Paul the Great

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants

Volume 12,
Issue 2

EMAIL - sister@maroniteservants.org
WEBSITE - maroniteservants.org
BLOG - RadiateHisLight.blogspot.com
PHONE - (508) 996-1753
ADDRESS - Maronite Servants
856 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747

I have noticed in my summer bike rides around the neighborhood lawn signs that have appeared
with simple words like positivity, and hope. Then more signs were added in response to the
societal tensions with the words of unity, peace and love. I’m sure your neighborhood has
displayed similar messages. I couldn’t agree more. Yes, we need to work towards true peace,
unity, love– and these are fulfilled in Christ!
We are currently in the Season of the Holy Cross and I think that it offers the “sign” of all signs
to quiet our fears, provide solid answers and a lasting message of hope. “By this sign, you will
conquer,” was the vision Constantine had in the early fourth century when he looked up at the
sun and saw a cross with that message. This inspired the then pagan emperor to have the cross
fixed on his battle banners as his army fought and conquered against the enemy. Then after
St. Constantine’s conversion to Christ, his mother St. Helena set out to Jerusalem and found the
true cross of Christ.
The Holy Cross is our true sign that Christ has risen victorious over sin and death gaining for
each one of us life everlasting. In Christ and by the power of His Cross we have the means to be a
family, a parish, a nation of peace, unity, healing and enduring love. As we pray in the Liturgy
of this season: “Shine the Rays of your grace upon us, and fill us with the abundant blessings of
your cross. Comfort and protect the sorrowful, tame the fury of hatred, and extinguish the
flames of envy. Drive away all evil and wash away our sins. Remember the holy covenant you
made with us. May we glorify your crucifixion until our last breath.”
Our hearts and prayers turn to Lebanon each day. The August 4th explosion devasted an
already suffering land. We have joined the call of His Excellency, Bishop Gregory Mansour asking
for prayer and fasting for our beloved Lebanon. Please join us in prayer and almsgiving for the
Lebanese people (see www.stmaron.org on ways to give).
In this newsletter, you will see that our outreach is active on-line extending to people from all parts
of the country, and including Australia. Also, on page two we are asking you to please update
your contact information via mail or on-line. Our website has just been revised, tell us what you
think: maroniteservants.org
Please know of our love and prayers, and reach out to us with your intentions. We are grateful for
your prayers and support. Thank you!
In Mary, Mother of the Light,

Illumine Your Soul
Hymn to the Mother of God
We run for protection to you
Mary, we come to you for aid. We
implore you turn not away
Mother who must be obeyed.
Perfection of the pure
Mother undefiled.
By your merit plead for us,
let us know your Child.
Mary Heaven’s gate
Mother of our Lord
Through you source of all our
hope
Guiding light has poured.
Look down upon us all
serving faithfully
We implore your help and care at
our Mother’s knee.
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Servants of Christ the Light
856 Tucker Road
Dartmouth, MA 02747
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Turning To Mary

Our Virtual Mission

by Emily Lattouf
Turning to Mary in times of trouble is a lesson I learned from my earliest
youth. One of the lullabies my mother would sing is the hymn, “We Run
for Protection” (on page 1). This Marian hymn was a source of great
comfort to her during the civil war in Lebanon. My mother told us that
whenever there was a bombing near the school, the Sisters would gather
the children into the chapel and they would sing this hymn asking the
Blessed Mother’s intercession. When my father fled the civil war and
came to America as a young boy of ten, he brought with him a picture of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Since the virus has curtailed in-person gatherings, we have
transitioned to on-line “virtual” outreach. The Sisters have been
able to extend their reach. This Fall we have scheduled a weekly
bible study; two discernment groups one for the US and one for
Australia, webinars, and retreats for children, youth, young adults,
and a ladies faith sharing gathering.
Hosting a women’s faith sharing group.

Endow Panel

Jesus teaches us that we can depend on Mary to be with us when we are
experiencing crosses in our life. Christ looking down from the cross
saw His mother standing beneath and I am sure this brought Him great
comfort. Our Blessed Mother is with us and for us, she brings us comfort
and consolation. My parents held fast to this and passed it on to me.

Sr. Therese Maria was asked to be one of four panelists for the Endow
Online Study (September 3-October 22) exploring Saint John Paul II’s
Letter to Women. It is such a gift for our sisters to be able to witness
and share on the unique role and vocation of women and their Feminine
Genius. To learn more about Endow: https://www.endowgroups.org

Mary knows and understands our pain. We can turn to her and rest
assured that she will take care of us. Mary carries our needs in her heart
to the foot of the cross of Christ. Our crosses may not disappear, but our
Mother is walking the road to Calvary with us and she will lead us to her
Son who is the Resurrection and Life.

“The world doesn’t need what women have it needs what women are.”
— Saint Edith Stein

Emily visiting with her brother and sisters.

Saint Maron Garden
Our vegetable garden yielded an abundant harvest this summer! We were
able to tend to it regularly due to a halt in our mission travels. The sisters
enjoyed tomatoes, okra, cucumbers, green beans, snap peas, parsley, mint,
potatoes, eggplant, peppers and cantaloupe. Growing a garden offers excellent
metaphors for growing the spiritual life -- tilling, planting seeds, fertilizing,
weeding, watering, depending upon the sun and rain -- and then the amazing
growth and harvest! Saint Maron used the analogy for our souls.

Up-Date Your Mailing Information
We need your help to keep our database current. If you received this by post mail or by email would you take a couple of minutes
to fill out the information below and mail it to us or go to our website and use the “Subscribe…” form at the bottom of the opening
page. Keeping our information current helps us to reduce waste of postage, paper and email returns. Thank you!
Please Print
First Name ___________________________________________ Last Name _________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________________ State_________ Zip____________________
Home Phone___________________________________________Cell______________________________________________

Mary be a mother to us now. Our Lady of Lebanon pray for us!
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