NOVEMBER 2022

A Blessed Season

of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord
Dear Friends,
The right gift to give a loved one for the holidays can be a difficult
search and sometimes impossible because they already have so
much stuff. Right? I remember my mom emphatically telling us, “I
don’t need anything!” She was right but she always had one
special request – that we spend Christmas at home with her and
dad. Mom wanted our presence not our presents.
Every Christmas I think of the poem “A Christmas Carol”, and the
song that was adapted from it:
What can I give him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a Shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man
I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him
I give Him my heart.
(published in 1892 by Christina
Rossetti)

Not our presents but our presence. Not only did my mom teach me this
but we learn this from Christ who came to dwell among us. Christ
already gives the best gift in his Eucharistic presence. He said, “I am
with you always.” This time of Eucharistic Revival is an opportunity to
re-discover this Real Presence – Christ in the Eucharist on our altars, in
Holy Communion, in our tabernacles. Perhaps the only gift any of us
truly have to give Jesus is to love Him truly present in the Holy Eucharist
by being with Him and bringing others to Him. What can I give Him? I
give Him my heart in prayer and in service to my neighbor.
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The Sisters and I are grateful to God to be able to pray and to serve
many. God has abundantly blessed our mission this year, and in the
spirit of thanksgiving I offer some highlights here:
I have been meeting regularly via Zoom with a talented group of
people for our Eparchial Catechist Formation committee. The team
of eight represent many parishes and locations in our eparchy. Our
aim is to help form those who are forming children in our parish
Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) programs. A weekly newsletter
is sent out to each parish with catechetical resources, especially
focused on our Maronite spiritual teachings.
After seven years as director for the Maronite Youth Organization in
our Eparchy, Sister Therese Maria is concluding her term. She has
done an outstanding service to develop this important ministry.
Sister will continue to direct the Maronite Young Adults in the
Eparchy.
Now serving as our directress of vocations, Sister Therese Maria will
focus her talent and energies in vocation outreach. Sister recently
graduated with a certificate of spiritual direction after completing
a three-year training. The content in this program will greatly bless
her in this mission.
We have attended and hosted multiple youth and young adult
regional retreats, workshops, summer bible camps, and parish
heritage days. Often you will see posts of these on our social media.
It was so good to be fully back in-person.
Our outreach to the sick and the elders continues with Sister Emily
Mary reaching out with a phone call or visit.
Sister Emily Mary began graduate studies in theology thanks to a
generous scholarship from Catholic Distance University. Theology
has moved up in our dinner conversation topics as she shares her
enthusiasm for the beauty and depth of our faith.
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We are assisting in our local parish catechetical programs. Sister
Mary Emily is teaching third grade MCF at St. Anthony of the Desert
in Fall River. We are also team teaching First Communion
preparation for Our Lady of Purgatory, hosting this weekly class in
our convent.
The sisters continued offering on-line Maronite formation Zoom
series and a women’s book club on spirituality. Both of these
initiatives are hosted in the fall and spring with enthusiastic
attendees!
Our area Roman Catholic schools and confirmation programs have
requested our presence and service in offering retreats and
vocation presentations.
In our daily Eucharistic Adoration, Divine Praises, and Divine Liturgy we
remember you and the needs of the world. Our prayer is the source of
our zeal, love and inspiration. It is our privilege to serve! Please reachout with your intentions for the Christmas Novena and pray for an
increase in vocations to our community.
In Mary, Mother of the Light,

Sister Marla Marie & Sisters
Mother Servant

P.S. Take a look at the insert explaining some ways you can be part of
our mission in the Church. Thank you for your generosity in
supporting us!
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