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Dear Friends,
We hope you had a good summer and were able to take some time to enjoy the
sunshine. Our summer was full as you will see on pages two and three where we
post a few of the activities we hosted or participated in. We are grateful to God
that we can serve our people!
At the convent, we often speak of the
blessings we receive as sisters in our
Maronite Servants’ life, especially from the
people we serve. These mission efforts are
only possible by the strength, inspiration
and grace we receive from Jesus in
the Eucharist, most especially in daily
communion. We strive to live a Eucharistic
life -- to love and serve others with the
compassionate heart of Christ.
We were teaching the children in our summer camps that Jesus is truly present
in the Eucharist. It is Jesus’ heart that beats for us in the Eucharist. The same
heartbeat that the Blessed Virgin Mary carried in her womb beats in our
tabernacles, in the Host that we receive. One of the children exclaimed, “I feel so
sad that I haven’t been going to Mass!” Another child insisted that his mother
take him to adoration at the parish, explaining that he had to go and see Jesus.
It is our desire, especially during this time of Eucharistic Revival called for by
our bishops, to bring as many youth (adults too!) to see Jesus. Our Maronite
Servants’ Typicon (constitutions) speaks to our Eucharistic spirituality: The
“source and summit” of all prayer is the Eucharist. The Sisters find their fortitude
and well spring of charity in the Eucharist and the Church’s devotions which flow
from and lead to the Divine Liturgy. The Eucharist is the heart of our worship,
and the center of our devotional life of daily adoration which we seek to nurture
in our Maronite faithful.
If you haven’t already, consider adding Eucharistic adoration to your regular
prayer time. There are many helpful aids available to get you started, see the
Adoration Companion from Magnificat.net and the Pocket Guide to Adoration
from Ascension Press (go to bookstores on their websites). Adoration offers us
a time to rest with Jesus allowing his radiant light to heal and strengthen our
hearts.

Taken from “Eucharistic Amazement,” a letter to the
faithful from His Excellency, Bishop Gregory Mansour.
These next three years, as we reflect more and more on the
Holy Eucharist, I make the following requests of the faithful
- clergy, religious and laity - of the Eparchy of Saint Maron
of Brooklyn, to increase our respect and appreciation of
the Mystery of unity and charity that we celebrate at each
Liturgy, and which we reserve in the tabernacles of each of our
churches:
1.

Prepare ourselves properly for the celebration of the
Eucharist, including a deep reflection on the readings,
preparation of the music, observance of the one hour fast
before receiving Holy Communion, proper thanksgiving
afterwards, the appropriate dignity due the Liturgy of the
Word and Eucharist, and careful observance of the ritual
itself, abiding by the canonical and liturgical norms of the
Church;

2.

Examine our consciences before receiving Communion,
taking full advantage of the ordinary ways that we can
live in closer union with Christ, i.e., confession, spiritual
reading, spiritual direction, retreats, daily rosary, scripture
readings, and other devotions of the Church;

3.

Discern the real presence of our Lord in the Eucharist, as
all Catholic and Orthodox Christians have done over the
ages; and live this reverence appropriately with respect for
our Lord’s abiding presence with us;

4.

Pray and work for Church unity, especially praying that
the Holy Father, and his Petrine ministry, may bring all
Christians closer to one Eucharistic sharing;

5.

Spend some quiet time, outside of the Divine Liturgy,
visiting and adoring the Lord, hidden and present there,
wherever the Eucharist is reserved;

6.

Every parish, mission and institution in the Eparchy is
to foster Eucharistic Adoration at least once a month
for vocations, and for the needs of the Church and the
world, and properly prepare for and celebrate the nine-day
Christmas Novena with renewed reverence and respect
for the Eucharistic Lord present with us at the altar; and

7.

Honor our family, see our work as an extension of the
Eucharistic call to service, see our sufferings and anxieties
as a participation in the sufferings of Christ, and live
moral and ethical lives consistent with the teachings of the
Church and the Eucharist we share.

We remember you and your intentions before the tabernacle each day. A blessed
season of the Glorious Cross!
In Mary, Mother of the Light,

Maronite
Bible Camp

Our two Light of Life Bible Camps were enjoyed by over 100 children and
volunteers in Fall River and in Lawrence MA. The lessons and activities focused
on the Holy Mystery of the Eucharist, including a bread baking session. Each
child made a small loaf of bread and brought it home to share at the family table
with a prayer service. Our junior bakers had a messy blast!

Families Visit the Convent

We are blessed to have had several families drop in for a visit to the Mother of the Light convent.
Among the families who dropped by this summer were the Valliere’s who joined us for Holy
Qurbono and stayed for breakfast (left). Also, the Maalouf and Khoury families came over for a
visit to the chapel and refreshments (right). God bless all of our families!

Assumption
Pilgrimage to Ohio

We joined with the St. Anthony of the Desert parish bus pilgrimage to Our Lady of Lebanon Shrine in North Jackson, OH.
We were blessed to spend time with His Excellency, Bishop Gregory. Our two discerners, Jena and Evelyn, came with us.
They both stayed with us for a month to participate in our missions.

Witnessing to Consecrated Life
We offered a witness to consecrated
life as part of the retreat day for the
junior sacristans’ girls group at St.
Francis Xavier Parish in Acushnet
MA. They were as young as third
grade to high school. Sr. Emily
Mary generated lots of discussion
after she gave her vocation witness.
At the end of the presentation, a
majority raised their hands in response to the question,
“who would like to be a sister?”

Catechists – Passing on the Faith
By Sister Marla Marie Lucas
The sisters and I have just completed a summer hosting two Maronite Bible Camps
for children, including teen and adult volunteers. One was in St. Anthony’s in
Lawrence MA, and the other week was offered at St. Anthony of the Desert in Fall
River, MA. We were able to reach over 100 children bringing them to Jesus in a
high-spirited week of adventure! I have always found that summer bible camps are
one of the best tools for passing on the faith to our youth.
We spend days and hours preparing theme’s, activities and lessons to reach the
children. Although it is only a one week of camp, they learn and grow immensely.
It is rewarding as a catechist to see children enthusiastically sing, dance, and pray!
The mission of the catechist is to creatively evangelize and to pass on the faith in
its integrity. This is no small task!
A beloved pastor I served with many years ago taught me that the greatest mission in the parish after the sacramental
service of the priest is the catechist. He explained that the priest needed the work of a catechist to insure the passing on of
the faith to the children and families in the parish. The catechists in that parish where valued and the pastor made sure they
knew it. He not only acknowledged and affirmed them, he invested in their on-going training and spiritual development.
Pope Francis often speaks of the valued mission of a catechist stating that catechesis should not be understood as “an
abstract communication of theoretical knowledge to be memorized as like mathematical or chemical formulas. It is rather
the mystagogical experience of those who learn to encounter their brothers and sisters where they live and work, because
they themselves have met Christ, who has called them to become missionary disciples.”
When we have met Christ, it calls us forth to then go out and tell others. How many times have you read in your parish
bulletin or heard an announcement pleading for catechists, “we need religious education teachers…is there anybody out
there who can help?” This year, prayerfully consider this ministry in your parish and step out in faith. Your love for Christ
and his Body the Church will be your greatest and most needed asset, the rest can be easily learned as you go along. Our
Eparchy of St. Maron provides opportunities to assist you in this mission, reach out to your pastor and parish catechetical
leader to find out more.

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
As consecrated religious, the Maronite Servants serve the Church as
spiritual mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in
our life of contemplative prayer, asceticism, and apostolic mission to
children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, dying, and grieving. The
sisters serve alongside the priests in pastoral ministry reaching out with a
maternal touch to many needs of the parish family.
Dear friends, today let us joyfully renew our consecration! Let us ask
ourselves what “moves” our hearts and actions, what renewed vision
we are being called to cultivate, and above all else, let us take Jesus
into our arms. Even if at times we experience fatigue and weariness –
this too happens – , let us do as Simeon and Anna did. They awaited
with patience the fidelity of the Lord and did not allow themselves to be
robbed of the joy of the encounter with him. — Pope Francis
ON THE WEB
Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants

We are grateful to Vocation Outreach, an initiative
of Franciscan University of Steubenville, for filming
and editing this production. Sr. Therese Maria gives
a glimpse into the day of a Maronite Servant.
You may view it at: https://youtu.be/_6S_c24SiPs
EMAIL - sister@maroniteservants.org
WEBSITE - maroniteservants.org
PHONE - (508) 996-1753
ADDRESS - Maronite Servants
856 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747
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