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Dear Friends,
On this past Feast of Corpus Christi (The Body and
Blood of Christ), June 19th, the Catholic Bishops in the
U.S. opened a three-year initiative to renew a greater
reverence and faith in the true presence of Jesus in this
most Holy Mystery. They have titled it Eucharistic Revival.
The Bishops are concerned about the lack of faith in the
Eucharist citing recent poll numbers showing only 30%
of Catholics believe in in the Real Presence of Our Lord.
This got me thinking about Jesus in the Eucharist and the
overall lack of amazement for this Mystery.
I remember my own lack of understanding of the
Eucharist and it took a three-year old to open the eyes of
my heart to believe. As a young adult in the working world, I was newly committed to daily prayer and regular
Mass attendance. I would even go to chapels and churches to spend time in prayer. One particular experience
that changed me was during one of my visits to a small chapel. I entered and noticed a dad and his toddler in
the front row with an elderly nun talking to them and pointing to the altar. So, I quietly knelt in the back. The
sister was pointing to the Eucharist held in a monstrance on the altar, and in a loud whisper she said to the
little boy, “look, there is Jesus!” At that moment, it all made sense to me – Jesus is really here! and He is here
to be with me.
Our Catholic faith became clearer to me: Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist. I could only draw near with
reverent awe to adore and to receive this sublime gift of Himself. My mission began of bringing others to meet
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, the Most Holy of Mysteries. As a consecrated religious, I can’t count the times
I have pointed to the tabernacle and told children and adults, “look, there is Jesus!”
This Eucharistic Revival has come at a time when so many need to hear above the din of this world’s noise and
confusion: “Jesus is here.”
Our Eparchy is taking part in this Eucharistic Revival, and we too will make efforts to re-catechize and draw
reverent attention to Jesus Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Eucharist. This summer our Maronite Bible
Camps will focus on the Eucharist with the theme, “I am with you always” (Mt 28:20). Our plan is to help
children and youth to encounter Jesus in his Real Presence by offering eucharistic devotions, saints who model
this, and an instructional Liturgy. We also plan to offer on-line and in-person events and discussions to help
the faithful deepen their love for the Eucharist.
As sisters, we are privileged to pray several times a day before the Blessed Sacrament in our convent chapel.
It is there with Jesus that we remember the needs of the world, especially Ukraine, Lebanon, and Nigeria.
We pray for you too and those who have reached out with special intentions. We also pray for a revival of
amazement for the gift of the Eucharist – Our Lord Jesus present in our midst.
Please reach out with your intentions and we will take them to Jesus. May you have a safe and restful summer.
In Mary, Mother of the Light

Illumine Your Soul
Blessed is the One who was immolated
by a nation
so that salvation be given
to all the Nations.
Come and eat the perfect Bread
which the Holy Spirit kneaded.
Come and drink the Wine mixed
with the Fire of the Spirit:
the Body and Blood of God.
Take and receive from
Him the Holy Spirit.
Come to drink and to eat the Flame,
which will make of you angels of fire.
Taste in your mouth
the savor of your God.
Receive in your hands
the fruit of truth.
Great is your mercy, Lord,
which mixed the Fire with the Spirit
and gave them to us
in order to consume
the thorns of sin in us.
The Fire of Mercy descends
and dwells in the Bread.
In the bread, we eat the Fire
and we find Life.
The Fire of Love becomes
for us an offering of Life.
We have consumed your Fire,
in your offering, O Christ.
Saint Ephrem,
Doctor of the Church † 373

On-line Evangelization

In June, we offered a four-part series from the Abiding Together
podcast reflecting on a woman’s identity as “bride.” The series was
well received by the participants giving them an opportunity to
share within their vocations, how God created each one for intimate
communion with Him, and that He is the Bridegroom of each soul.

In May, we initiated a monthly meeting of Young Adult Couples
to offer fellowship, resources and a place for them to support one
another in their vocation of marriage. There are over 30 couples
signed-up including married and engaged from different parts of
the eparchy.

Sisters Sharing the Faith

Sister Therese Maria spoke at the Norfolk Young Adult retreat on
healing and God’s desire to make each person whole. Sister led the
group in prayerful reflections guiding them to open their hearts
to the healing love of God, especially in those painful areas of
woundedness.

Sister Marla Marie was guest speaker for the monthly Prayer
Warriors on-line session of Maronite Young Adults. Her presentation
explained ways to revive devotion to the rosary in daily prayer with
emphasis on meditation of the Mysteries.

Sisters Catechizing Children

At our June visit to St. Francis Xavier school, we delighted in
meeting the baby chicks in the pre-K class. Also, we led the school
in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with a special focus on the
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

At one of our first communion
retreats in New Bedford, we setup a play Mass and the children
took the parts. Sr. Marla Marie
asked one of the second-grade
boys to be the priest, thinking he
would be honored to be chosen
from among many. Dominic
didn’t miss a second and stood
up in protest, “No! I want to get
married.” Anyway, he did a great
job as pretend priest and his
mother took a video of it all.

Friendship with God:
A Foundation for Vocation Discernment
By Sr. Therese Maria
“God works all things for good for those who love him, who are called according to his purpose.”
(Romans 8:28)
How do you fall in love with someone you don’t know? How do you begin or deepen a
friendship with someone you can’t see? A divine Someone? The foundation of any good
vocation discernment is relationship. Its carving out intentional time to be with and to get to
know God in prayer, and in particular in His life-giving word.
Do you have a relationship with God? Do you spend time with Him regularly? Do you know
He loves you? Not only that He is Love, but that He loves you. You personally. God is gazing
on you with loving tenderness as you read this. He sees you. He knows you and loves you
intimately. Let this beautiful truth sink in.

The sisters with Jena and Evelyn who are discerning with
our community.

Growing in your relationship with God is never time wasted. It’s from this place of love and personal relationship that your vocation will
come. God is a relentless Lover! If He is pursuing you and drawing you to lay down your life in love as a religious sister, then the attraction
within will grow over time. It’s important to take time away from the busyness to listen to the desires of your heart and invite Christ into
those desires and attractions.
In my discernment journey of deepening my friendship with God, I found going to Eucharistic Adoration, reading scripture daily,
volunteering, journaling and attending Liturgy and confession regularly, helpful in strengthening my love and friendship with God. Along
with these practices, I was blessed to have good spiritual directors along the way that I could walk with as I was prayerfully considering
God’s vocation (calling) for my life.
Some questions I was asking God in my prayer time:
- How have you made my heart to love? (as a wife, mother, religious sister)
- What are my deepest desires? What makes me truly happy?
- Where am I going to be most fully alive in making a gift of myself in love?
Be bold and ask God: how are you calling me to serve you? to make a total gift of myself to belong totally to you? to be your bride and
spiritual mother of your people? If you feel attracted religious life or curious to learn more, take a leap of faith and visit sisters. “Come and
See” weekends are a great opportunity for you to visit and ask sisters questions that you might have on your heart regarding the life. Also, a
recommended book to read is “Discerning Religious Life” by Sister Clare Matthias.
In June, the Maronite Servants had a “Come and See” weekend for women to pray and visit with us. It was a fruitful time of prayer, learning
and joyful fellowship. They experienced our charism as spiritual mothers, in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in our
contemplative prayer, asceticism, and parish mission. Please pray for the women actively discerning their vocation with our community.
For more information about discernment please contact Sr. Therese Maria, Vocation Directress at sister@maroniteservants.org or call 508-996-1753.

Gardening season at Mother of the Light convent has
begun and we have an abundance of flowers ready to
bloom in our Little Flower garden. Please take note
of the statue of St. Therese, we are grateful to Louise
Tibbals for giving her an excellent make-over!
Also, our St. Maron vegetable/herb garden is taking
off again. This year we were able to add homemade
compost from last year’s scraps. We had buckets of
rich, dark compost to use as a natural fertilizer.
Last year, God blessed our garden with a bounty that
we were able to share with friends and neighbors and
a harvest of green beans and tomatoes that kept us
supplied half-way through spring. Come visit us for a
tabouli salad or kousa meal fresh from the garden!

Our Maronite Servants’ Mission
As consecrated religious, the Maronite Servants serve the Church as
spiritual mothers in imitation of Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in
our life of contemplative prayer, asceticism, and apostolic mission to
children, youth, young adults, families, the sick, dying, and grieving.
The sisters serve alongside the priests in pastoral ministry reaching out
with a maternal touch to many needs of the parish family.

“Jesus speaks in the silence of the mystery of the
Eucharist and reminds us each time that following him
means going out of ourselves and making our lives not
something we ‘possess,’ but a gift to him and to others.”
- Pope Francis

ON THE WEB
Visit our website for a copy of this newsletter.

FOLLOW US at MaroniteServants
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